COMMONLY KEPT VARIETIES
NORMAL GREENS

Greens have four basic colours
Light Green

Dark Green

Olive Green 

Grey Green

The Light Green is the original wild colour in the Australian outback. A light green sitting on the perch in the sunshine has a lustre to admire.
NORMAL BLUES
Blues have five basic colours.

Sky Blue

Cobalt

Mauve

Violet

Grey

The Violet is one of the most sought after colours due to the richness and vividness of the purple/blue colour.

These two colour varieties are commonly called Normals. All other varieties are variants of these colours. Greens and blues are generally the strongest of the exhibition birds and generally the hardiest of all varieties. Greens in particular seem to have an excellent constitution. The green is the most dominant colour and if one had a green bird in a collection of coloured birds, after a few years of breeding, all birds would eventually turn out green. 
PIED’S
These birds have a ground colour of either Green including Greygreen or Blue including Grey. The pied effect occurs when the Ground colour in the body or wing markings is replaced by either Yellow in the Green or White in the Blue.
There are two types, Dominant and Recessive meaning they have different breeding patterns.
INO’S

This variety includes Lutino (Yellow) & Albino (White) which are actually a green or blue bird lacking the pigment in the feathers to produce the green or blue colour. They also have red eyes replacing the normal black eyes.

Good specimens do not show a suffusion of green or blue. A sex linked variety, genetic knowledge will help to reproduce this colour. 
OPALINE

An Opaline can be easily confused with the Normal for a novice. A good Opaline however will lack the normal barring on top of the head, down the neck and between the wings. The other feature of the Opaline is that they show their body colour on the wing. Normal Greens will have yellow and black wing markings whereas a Light Green Opaline will have green and black wing markings. Normal Blues will have white and black wing markings and a Sky Blue Opaline will have blue and black wing markings.
The Opaline is also a sex linked variety and some genetic knowledge will help control the appearance this colour.

SPANGLES

A newer Australian Variety. Birds of both Green & Blues which display a reversed wing color. In blue birds, instead of Black markings on White wings they have the edge of each feather black in the wing. Yellow and white birds can be produced, resembling Blackeyes by pairing Spangle to Spangle.
Specialist Varieties

These varieties require some experience to breed to a good standard.

BLACKEYES

This generally Yellow bird presents challenges such as increasing size while maintaining a pure buttercup yellow. They are generally presented on the show bench, with small looking heads and also lack the feather length of the ‘Normals”
CLEARWINGS

Also a smaller bird with the same problems of the Blackeye. This colours challenge is to produce the clarity in the wings (pure yellow or white) while maintaining a deep body colour for contrast.

CLEARBODIES

A newer variety to Australia, it was introduced via the imports from England in the early nineties. This variety although recessive is also dominant when bred through Lutinos or Albinos.
Not even half of the colour varieties have been presented here, indicating the broad range of colours available, not to mention the combinations of colours which can also be produced with selective breeding.
Generally the colours genetically recessive will be of less quality than the Dominant normal colours.

TIPS ON KEEPING BUDGERIGARS
1 Join a club to learn more about your birds.
2 New aviaries or new wire must be washed with 1part vinegar to 10 parts water.

3 Treated pine in aviary construction may lead to bird deaths through poisoning.
4 Vary the size of perches in the aviary.

5 Feed a balanced diet. Basic mix; 50% Canary, 25% White Millet & 25% Japanese Millet. Small amounts of sunflower, groats or oats can be added.
6 Keep fresh water up to birds. Especially during the hot weather.

7 Provide heat for birds with a fluffed up appearance. Consult your vet or an experienced fancier as soon as possible.
8 Pick a colour variety you like but take note of its breeding  difficulties from an experienced breeder.
9 Exhibition budgerigars can be a good hobby for kids to start in.

10 Keep bait stations for vermin topped up, even when there are none seemingly present.

The Budgerigar Council of Victoria believes in encouraging its members in keeping to a code of practice that will ensure the best husbandry conditions for keeping cage birds. The code of practice is to encourage good relations between neighbours, a working relationship with councils/shires, and as the Victorian body, give a clear understanding of a better way to keep Budgerigars.

BUDGERIGAR CLUBS AFFILIATED WITH THE BCV
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BALLARAT

Ballarat

03 53355454
BENDIGO

Bendigo

03 54462212
BORDER DISTRICTS
Wodonga
02 60273324

CAMPERDOWN/COLAC
Colac

03 52312758

DANDENONG

Dandenong
03 97028070

EAGLEHAWK

Eaglehawk
03 54467199
EASTERN DISTRICTS
Box Hill

03 98402710

GEELONG

Geelong

03 52485868

GIPPSLAND

Yarragon

03 51261791

GLENROY

Glenroy

03 93593315

GRIFFITH

Griffith

02 69623290

HORSHAM

Horsham

03 54986261

KYABRAM

Kyabram

03 58622095

MELTON


Melton

03 53674815
MOUNTAIN DISTRICTS
Rowville

03 97527928

MOUNT GAMBIER

Mt Gambier
08 87254229

MYRTELFORD

Myrtelford
03 57511514

NEPEAN


Mordialloc
03 95808703
RIVERINA

Strathmerton
03 58745219

SALE


Sale

03 51497590

SOUTHWEST VICTORIA
Terang

03 55662256

UNITED


Preston

03 98163560

WESTERN SUBURBS
Werribee 
0413 897305
Up to date details for each club can be found on the web site;

http://www.bcv.asn.au
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Incorporation No. A 10055 P

Budgerigar Council
of
Victoria Inc.
http://www.bcv.asn.au
The Victorian governing body for budgerigar enthusiasts who would like to expand their experience with Australia’s favourite bird.

Local clubs which are affiliated with this body can provide advice and assistance with Housing, Feeding, Breeding, Exhibiting and ensuring your Budgerigar experience is expanded from having a flight of colourful birds, to a flight of colourful exhibition birds.

Please contact your local club for more information.
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