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In this edition, we will feature articles and information to provide
food for thought and general reading, as well as updates from
the ANBC, and BCV president, Col Flanagan and secretary,
James Smith. In the next three editions, show results, show
reports and associated images will also feature to continue to
provide members with information about what is happening on
the show circuit.
We have introduced a members profile and club profile and will
regularly feature members and clubs from around the state. In
this edition, we will get a snap shot of one of our newest clubs,
Clyde and take a look behind the scenes at Maryborough based
breeder, Gerry Duffin. There will also be articles relating to the
health and wellbeing of birds and breeders and opportunities for
club legends to share their thoughts.
Thank you to all those who have submitted photographs and
provided assistance and suggestions for our first edition for
2019. I would like to acknowledge James Smith for going
above and beyond and getting the last two editions out. Now
the new template has been created and with the support of our
new sponsor Bart ’n’ Print, we can link a professional editing
suite with a printing house, to create a magazine that can be
accessible to all. As we move back into a published format, I
am keen to attract future sponsorship and advertisers through
Budgie News.
I would also like to acknowledge the work of every editor over
the years who has contributed to making Budgie News a viable
publication, and I will endeavour to continue on in this tradition.
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President’s Report
I hope you have had a great Christmas and new
year with family and friends, as we now return
from holidays and get ready to take on the new
year ahead.
At this time of the year we are all eagerly
watching the young bird aviary, looking for
signs that last year’s young are developing as
they come through the moult. As the young
birds develop and get stronger they may begin
to display all of the necessary features we are
looking for, and as birds, they are rearing to be
shown. We are all full of expectations and live
in hope that this show season will be one to
remember. Good luck everyone.
It’s going to be a big year for the exhibition of
budgerigars; the show calendar is full of local
shows, state championships and the national
show this year being held in Brisbane. There
are also many auctions, so if you are planning
to top up your breeding stock, or even add in a
new variety to your breeding program, the BCV
calendar in this edition of Budgie News is a great
place to start, as you plan your breeding and
exhibition program for 2019.
Some of our members will be looking to make
bookings for the Budgie World show that will be
held this August in Germany or the Budgerigar
Society show in the UK in September. These
are fantastic opportunities to combine this great
hobby with a holiday to see some of the world’s
best birds and what the world has to offer.
From a Council perspective, this year we will
be increasing the frequency of meetings to
prepare for the ANBC National show to be held in
Bendigo in 2020, hosted by the BCV.
Furthermore, Council will be putting the final
touches to the BCV marketing plan, the plan
simply begins to promote BCV, so that our
great hobby is no secret, for example, one of
the priorities is positioning the Budgerigar as a
pet of choice, as the budgerigar is indigenous
to Australia, inexpensive, easy to maintain,
can be trained to talk and teaches children the
fundamentals of animal husbandry.
With all jokes aside, the budgerigar is likely to be
the most popular pet in Australian homes, and
from here it’s a small step to begin a breeding
program in the back yard. So, the plan will
4
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be to position the local budgerigar societies as
the go to place for pet birds and build on this
interest with information on keeping and breeding
budgerigars. We cannot forget many breeders
of exhibition budgerigars today kept budgies as
pets when they were children or colony bred in
the family aviary. By encouraging families and
children to keep a budgie as a pet can help plant
the seeds for tomorrows exhibition breeders. I
have included an example of the memes that
will be made available for clubs to promote
and build awareness of the budgie in a fun and
playful way. Any good marketing plan has an
awareness building component and social media
is an increasingly powerful tool to achieve this. In
this edition of Budgie News, we will share some
results of our social media promotion for the
2018 UBC.
Some other priorities include, a new logo,
establish a trade stand, positioning the BCV and
local clubs in pet expo’s, local agricultural shows,
etc. advertise and market our show calendar,
and increasing our educational material on the
website.
In conclusion, I would like to thank Council, our
sub committees and all clubs across the state
for all the work that is undertaken to support the
hobby. This is done in an unpaid and voluntary
capacity and sometimes the best laid plans can
go awry but does not dampen the commitment
to the hobby. I am focused on making 2019
a great year for the hobby and we have some
exciting opportunities presenting themselves in
preparation for the 2020 Nationals.
I look forward to seeing you all at many of the
BCV events during 2019 and if you can make it,
at the Nationals this year in Brisbane.
Col Flanagan
BCV President

2019 Show Calendar for The Budgerigar Council Of Victoria
Date

Event

Club

Venue

Contact

Phone

FEBRUARY
2 Sat

Club Champ

Dandenong

Dingley Community Centre, Marcus Rd, Dingley

Mrs Judy Wilson

9702 8070

10 Sun

Club Champ

Geelong

Lifestyle Pavilion Geelong S/Grounds

Tiffany Stephens

0412 520 469

16 Sat

Club Champ

Melton

Darley Primary School, Nelson St, B.Marsh

Amanda Fonti

0414 011 930

MARCH
3 Sun

Adult S/Champ.

BCV

Carwatha College, Noble Park

Rod Turnbull

0400 354 178

9 Sat

Club Champ

Colac

Colac Youth Hall, Hearn Street, Colac

Ray Slade

0429 540 067

16 Sat

Club Champ

Ballarat

Brown Hill Hall, Humphrey St, Ballarat

Simon Meagher

5335 5454

17 Sun

Club Champ

Riverina

Barooga Community Hall, Barooga

Robert Randall

5883 9258

23 Sat

Club Champ

United

Scout Hall, Irvine Road, Ivanhoe

Brian Reynolds

0448 654 607

24 Sun

Club Champ

Border

Mirambeena Hall North Albury

Darrin Roulston

0415 423 408

31 Sun

Club Champ

Gippsland

Yarragon Public Hall, Yarragon

Brian Lemon

0417 304 491

APRIL
6 Sat

Auction

Eastern

Forest Hill Hall,Cnr S/vale & Canterbury Rd,Forest Hill

Robert Dagg

9764 3893

7 Sun

Club Champ

Bendigo

Lockwood Sth Comm. Hall, Lockwood South

Brett Ricardo

0409 572 442

14 Sun

Auction

Geelong

Lifestyle Pavilion Geelong S/Grounds

Tiffany Stephens

0412 520 469

MAY
19 Sun

Y.B. S/Champ.

BCV

Carwatha College, Noble Park

Rod Turnbull

0400 354 178

25 Sat

ANBC

ANBC

Brisbane, QLD

Carol Gough

26 Sun

ANBC

ANBC

Brisbane, QLD

Carol Gough

promotion.
nationals2019@
sqbba.com.au

JUNE
1 Sat

Auction

Dandenong

KK Auction, Dingley Community Centre

Mrs Judy Wilson

9702 8070

15 Sat

Club Champ

S.W. Victoria

Fonterra Comm. Hall, Drummond St, Dennington

Tim Patterson

0424 978 568

16 Sun

Auction

Western Sub.

Masonic Hall, Werribee

Wayne Cachia

0412 969 848

23 Sun

Auction

Riverina

Barooga Community Hall, Barooga

Robert Randall

5883 9258

JULY
14 Sun

Auction

Melton

Darley Primary School, Nelson St, B.Marsh

Amanda Fonti

0414 011 930

21 Sun

Auction

Bendigo

Lockwood Sth Comm. Hall, Lockwood South

Brett Ricardo

0409 572 442

AUGUST
4 Sun

Auction

Clyde

T.B.A.

Con Herouvim

0417 277 775

11 Sun

Auction

Gippsland

Yarragon Public Hall, Yarragon

Brian Lemon

0417 304 491

18 Sun

Auction

United

T.B.A.

Brian Reynolds

0448 654 607

SEPTEMBER
8 Sun

UBC S/Champ.

BCV

Carwatha College, Noble Park

Rod Turnbull

0400 354 178

22 Sun

UBC Show

Geelong

Lifestyle Pavilion Geelong S/Grounds

Tiffany Stephens

0412 520 469

12 Sat

UBC Show

United

Scout Hall, Irvine Road, Ivanhoe

Brian Reynolds

0448 654 607

13 Sun

Club Champ

Goulburn

Congupna Comm. Hall, Congupna, 3633

Andrew Collyer

H8frds@
hotmail.com.

26 Sat

UBC Show

S.W. Victoria

Fonterra Comm. Hall, Drummond St, Dennington

Tim Patterson

0424 978 568

27 Sun

Club Champ

Eastern

Bedford Pk Yth Hall, Rosewarne Ln, East Ringwood

Robert Dagg

9764 3893
0417 277 775

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER
3 Sun

Club Champ

Clyde

Carwatha College, Noble Park

Con Herouvim

10 Sun

Club Champ

Western Sub.

Masonic Hall, Werribee

Wayne Cachia

0412 969 848

16 Sat

UBC Show

Colac

Colac Youth Hall, Hearn Street, Colac

Ray Slade

0429 540 067

17 Sun

Club Champ

Baw Baw

Exhibition Hall, 15 Howitt St, Warragul

Darren Macfarlane

0418 507 379
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Secretary’s Report
Welcome to another year for all things
Budgerigars!

In the October edition of Budgie News on
Page 35 the date of the Annual General
Meeting was advertised as being the 19th of

I hope everyone has had a great Christmas
and New Year with their families and friend’s –
a reflective time to look back at the year and
think about our accomplishments and also
a chance to plan for what we would like to
achieve this year going forward.

April. This date unfortunately falls on Good
Friday and won’t be a date that we can hold
the meeting on – my apologies to all.

Welcome to the first professionally created
Budgie News. I appreciate it is a little later
than expected – however a new software
program is being used which will tie straight in
with the printers creating the magazine. This
software has been sponsored by the printers
Bart ‘n’ Print as part of our pricing negotiations
with them. Obviously the Template for the
magazine had to be re-created from scratch
and has taken our editor Matt Emond a little
longer than expected. Please give him your
feedback when you see him around the shows
– I personally think it looks fantastic and
presents the Hobby in a very professionally
way.
I have had a few questions about the web
page address for the ANBC Site. Recently
the Web Master has changed and so has the
page. The new address is:

https://anbc.iinet.net.au/
Please update your browsers and save this.
We have had the first show of the year
held and run successfully by the Geelong
Budgerigar Club. I had the privilege of judging
at this show. What a great atmosphere the
Geelong Club. Well over 300 birds with some
fantastic quality spread amongst all sections.
With the recent heat I would have expected
feather condition to be down - but it was not.
Most of the exhibits in wonderful body and
feather condition.

6
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Based on this, the Budgerigar Council
Of Victoria will now set the date of the
2019 Annual General Meeting as the 31st
May, 2019. This is necessary to fulfil our
governance obligations and to ensure we
represent correctly to you, the members
by giving 90 days notice. The normal BCV
Council Meeting will still be held PRIOR to
the Nationals in May to ensure we have all
boxes ticked for the ANBC show. Based on
my mistake with the date and as part of our
obligations we need to hold the meeting no
later than the 5th month of the year.
The BCV would also like to give notice of three
pending motions that will result in changes to
the “Rules of Association”:

Motion 1.

To remove from section 16 part (a), by prepaid post to the members registered address

Change From;
NOTICES OF GENERAL MEETINGS
The Secretary of the Council shall, at least
30 days before the date fixed for holding the
general meeting, cause to be sent to each
member, by pre-paid post to the members
registered address, a notice stating the date,
place and time of the meeting and the nature
of the business to be transacted at that
meeting.

To
NOTICES OF GENERAL MEETINGS
The Secretary of the Council shall, at least
30 days before the date fixed for holding the
general meeting, cause to be sent to each

member, a notice stating the date, place and
time of the meeting and the nature of the
business to be transacted at that meeting.

Motion 2.

The Committee proposes to add sub rule (c)
to Section 9 NOTICES TO MEMBERS.
Sending the notice electronically to the
registered email address shown in the register
of members.

Change From;
9 NOTICES TO MEMBERS
Any notice that is required to be given to a
member, by or on behalf of council under
these rules, may be given by,
Delivering the notice to the member personally,
or
Sending the notice by prepaid post addressed
to the member at the registered address
shown in the register of members,

To
9 NOTICES TO MEMBERS
Any notice that is required to be given to a
member, by or on behalf of council under
these rules, may be given by,
Delivering the notice to the member personally,
or
Sending the notice by prepaid post addressed
to the member at the registered address
shown in the register of members, or
Sending the notice electronically to the
registered email address shown in the register
of members.

Motion 3

The Committee proposes to add 2 more
Councilors, which will change Section 22
COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT,

Change from:
22. COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT

comprising up to (12) members elected at the
Annual General Meeting in accordance with
these rules.

To
COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT
The affairs of the association shall be
managed by a Committee of Management
comprising up to (14) members elected at the
Annual General Meeting in accordance with
these rules.
Pending motion 3 being adopted the BCV will
supply a nomination form that can be filled
in and supplied to me, the Secretary for any
person wanting to join Council and contribute
to the betterment of this great hobby. All clubs
will be notified of the outcome of the motion
and process to submit nomination forms.
Please email me at: budgeman77@hotmail.
com and I will send you the nomination form
and details once you receive notification.
The reason for the last motion is very simple.
Most people on Council have businesses to
run or are heavily involved in work life. This
often means we miss some Councilors and
have been close on occasion to missing the
numbers for a quorum for our meetings. It
also means that the work load can be evenly
shared amongst more people to ensure we
are doing everything possible for the Hobby.
I look forward to seeing you all at the Adult
Bird State Championship Show at Carwatha
College in March. Good luck at your club
selections – and at the State Show!
As always, if anyone has any questions please
don’t hesitate to reach out to me. If you leave
a message I will absolutely return your call or
email.
All the best,
James
BCV Secreatry

The affairs of the association shall be
managed by a Committee of Management
1st Quarter 2019 – Budgie News Victoria
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BUDGERIGAR COUNCIL OF
VICTORIA INC.
Life Members
Mr. A. Baxter

Mrs. M. Bridgeman

Mr. E. Carter

Mrs. L. Church

Mr. B. Cunningham

Mr. L. Downey

Mr. C. Flanagan

Mr. H. Gulovsen

Mr. I. Hunter

Mr. G. Jones

Mr. L. King

Mr. B. O’Connell

Mrs. A. Panter

Mr. B. Panter

Mr. A. Rowe

Mr. B. Sheppard

Mr. R. Skivington

Mr B. Wilson

Mr P. Hoadley

Mr M. Bridgeman

Roll of Honour
Mrs. A. Bassett*

Mr. D. Bassett*

Mr. B. Bates*

Mr. K Bridgeman*

Mr. A. Bugg*

Mr. G. Campbell*

Mr. H. Eady*

Mr. G. Farrar*

Mr. F. Gardner*

Mr. B. Grinlington*

Mrs. S. Harrison*

Mr. H. Heath*

Mr. R. Loats*

Mr. G. Manallack*

Mr. A. Marshall*

Mr. T. Munday*

Mr. E. Raven*

Mrs. E. Russell*

Mr. H. Setford*

Mr. L. Sitlington*

Mr. E. Stafford*

Mr. B. Tucker*

Mr. L. Vines*

Mr. J. Watts*

Mrs. Z. Watts*

Mr. T. Wilson*

Mr. M. Whittaker*

Mr. A. Yeatman*

Welcome to the
Budgerigar Council of
Victoria to the following
new members!
Daniel Alnowarra – Western
Karl Gramms – Geelong
Chris & Debra Hellwid-Siely – Nepean
Megan Kemp – United
Lennie Mifsud – Western
Steve Panagiotokakos – United
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Exhibitor Status 2019
Champion Exhibitors 2019
Appelton, T & S; Baxter, A; Bader
& Turnbull; Cachia, W; Carro Family;
Cookson & Avery; Ennis, J; Grech S&
T; Howard, R; Hunter, I; Kamel, H;
Kruisselbrink, J; Leong, J; Macfarlane,
D; Mamic, I; Martin, B; McNamara, J;
Murray, V; Orlandi, J; Paoli, M; Randall, M
& R; Ray & German; Rixon, D; Rowe, A;
Rowe Bros; Sheppard & Flanagan; Slade,
R; Stephens, R; Thurn, P; Tirant, P; Vella
& Thomas; Wilson & Hoadley.

Promoted from Beginner Status to
Intermediate Status through accumulated
points:
Beniamin, N; Brennand, M.

Promoted from Beginner Status to
Intermediate Status through elapsed
time:
Allsop, P; Gaudion, W; Gibbons, L;
Reskais, C; Roulston, DPD;
Simmonds, R; Stagg, G; Thexton, G;
Vremec, M; Waldron, M; Wines, B.

Promoted from Intermediate Status to
Open Status through accumulated points:
Davies, L; Fonti, A; Huth, M; Osmand, K;
Smith, P&D.

1st Quarter 2019 – Budgie News Victoria
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ANBC Council Chatter
advancing information, and making decisions
in a timely manner. On another note it is to me
expensive to renew the program each year just
for one meeting.
Thought maybe considered as to skype. Cost
$686.40.

PHOTOS AND STANDARD
General Secretary
Leigh Downey
PO Box 140
OAKLEIGH SOUTH 3167.
AUSTRALIA
Ph: +61 95793429

Rod Turnbull has released a few more
standard photos of some varieties. As with
the Standard, Mr. Peter Glassenbury (Colour
& Standards) is looking at a separate section
fully of variety photographs only to be added
to the website when completed. The Standard
is now on the web and is the updated current
copy. This is still ongoing.

Mob: +61 0417569197

NATIONAL STANDARD PRINTS.

Email: anbcsecretary@outlook.com

If you require copies I have a disc proof and
they can be printed. Price on application
plus postage. B.S.N.S.W. & B.C.V. ordered a
couple of each this year, and were very happy.
Currently unframed $20.00 each. Minimum
quantities apply. (4 each print)

December 23, 2018.
Good afternoon and welcome to the Festive
season and my final comments for another
year.
I have added another double set of
holding cages per Zone to the A.N.B.C.
Containerization of equipment for the staging
of the National Competition. All Zones will now
have a holding area of seven birds per cage
to alleviate crowding and hopefully make all
teams less stressed. Dave Ganzer has taken
on this task of sourcing them, and assures
me they will be ready for Brisbane. So again,
our thanks to Dave for his ongoing input and
commitment. It is all at Dave’s place and
he will be in discussions with S.Q.B.B.A. to
arrange for it to be available at the venue in
Brisbane next May.

ELECTRONIC MEDIA
The meeting conducted in October was on
our own computer program and was better
received and successful. Most personal from
all zones seem to be adapting to this format of
10

Budgie News Victoria – 1st Quarter 2019

CONSTITUTION DOCUMENT.
Accepted by all Zones and submitted to the
Federal Government. Accepted.
Thank you to Nigel Tonkin for his re-writing of
this document.

MOTIONS FOR COLOUR & STANDARDS.
Again I believe all motions relating to this
sub- committee are now overdue so if any
zones have anything they wish to bring to their
attention please do so post haste. Forward to
Mr. Peter Glassenbury.
The survey conducted on FLECKING
was returned by all Judge and with some
aggressive input by a zones delegate the
penalty and disqualification clause was agreed
with no changes and comes into force in
January 2020 . Thank you.

WEB SITE.
Peter Thurn has updated the web site and
ongoing maintenance of it is still happening.

We have had a couple of hick-ups but
hopefully positive improvements are still being
worked on. The site is HTTP://anbc.iinet.au

SOUTH QUEENSLAND BUDGERIGAR BREEDERS
ASSOCIATION Inc.
Hosting of the 2019, 45th.A.N.B.C. National
Championships by the South Queensland
Budgerigar Breeders Association Inc. in
Brisbane at the Grand Chancellor Hotel.
They have now released the registration
paper work accommodation booking, in hard
copy easy readable . Look out for it and start
planning your trip in May 2019.
You will have to query S.Q.B.B.A. if you
wish to know the appointed Judges as they
deemed me an information leak, and have
gone against all A.N.B.C. National Show
Protocol over the last two decades or so. Oh
well maybe they will announce the successful
Judges on the first of January 2019.

ZONE TEAMS FREIGHTING.
For all teams other than the host zone we
have decided to reimburse 50% of their freight
costs. Sighting of their Invoices as paid are a
necessary requirement and then a cheque will
be released. We hope this helps the smaller
zones (members numbers) with their costs to
submitting a team and aids their participation
in the show.

Just when you think you are in control another
clown decides to try to put a spanner in the
works, or offers uneducated comments to the
distinct dis-advantage for all. When challenged
disappears, or has a memory loss and cannot
recall.

LEG RINGS 2019.
Care should be taken when ordering as I have
stated when problems arise both myself and
the manufacturer have bent over backwards to
help but sooner or later someone is going to
be left stranded.
Rings for 2019 with the return of the code
as gazetted (although a little small, and will
change next year) should now be in the mail
for your availability to ring birds by the first
week of January 2019.
My thanks to all who have helped me in this
position this year. It is greatly appreciated and
nice to know I have a couple of backups.
Until then MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY
NEW YEAR TO ALL.
Leigh A Downey.
ANBC Secretary

AUSTRALIAN WHITE CAP VARIETY.
Attached are the findings of the panel
appointed to evaluate this exciting variety.
I thank these gentlemen for their valuable time
and commitment that they contributed to this
task. This variety will be the Exhibition class
in Brisbane in 2019. No exhibitor points are
awarded.

BUDGERIGAR COUNCIL OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
DISCUSSION PAPER.
This is self explanatary and should be read
and discussed comprehensively by all
management levels in all zones. For further
evaluation in May 2019. Accommodation of
bird teams, show times are all relevant to this
paper.
If I have forgotten anything please accept my
apology as it has been a full on eventful year.
1st Quarter 2019 – Budgie News Victoria
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Australian WhiteCap
Scale of Points:
The Australian Whitecap is differentiated from
other varieties by the white cap (or crown),
plus a yellow pigmentation that travels
from the cere throughout the body to the
secondary tail feathers. Therefore it will offer
an opportunity to assess the markings for the
variety it is displayed in conjunction with (i.e.
Normal, Dominant Pied, Spangle, Opaline,
etc), and it’s own unique varietal features.
Therefore it demonstrates the need to be
judged on both.

Recommendation:

Breeder: Borg and Skivington
Image: Rod Turnbull

Australian WhiteCap Subcommittee Findings
and Recommendations

The Australian Whitecap should be judged
according to a scale of points with an
“emphasis on markings and/or varietal
features”. This allows judges the opportunity
to assess both the quality of the markings
and the varietal features of the bird. We
recommend this be added to The Standard.

The Standard for Australian Whitecaps:

Peter Glassenbury

A Standard for Australian Whitecap Single
Factor and Double Factor has been approved
into The Standard. This was reviewed to
determine if the breeders of this variety
now see room for extension of the original
description of the variety.

Kevin O’Callaghan

Recommendation:

Australian whitecap subcommittee
Members:
Jim Fletcher
Gary Gazzard

Jamie Wright
Finalised 13 November 2018

Australian Whitecap Inheritance:
The Australian Whitecap demonstrates
dominant breeding characteristics as proven
over years of breeding trials and documented
results.

Recommendation:
Given this inheritance characteristic, this
variety has and will progress rapidly to
Exhibition level and should be more than
competitive after the demonstration period.

12
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It was clear from discussions amongst
the subcommittee that an ‘emphasis on
the purity of cap (or crown) would be seen
as logical for this variety. The variety is
initially distinguished by its white cap, and
this should therefore become a hallmark of the
variety, so placing emphasis on purity of the
white cap was agreed to be a positive addition
to the existing Standard for the variety.
Purity of white cap was seen to be supporting
the ongoing development of the variety,
and provided a more even-handed way of
assessing the cap quality of both single and
double factor specimens.

own varietal features, which differ from each
other in several ways.

Recommendation:
The inclusion of both single and double factors
will promote the overall variety, although there
were questions about whether exhibitors
would prefer to see only single factors at the
Australian National Championship Show.
Given there is no precedent with this particular
variety, both single and double factors should
be permitted on the National showbench,
with annual review, particularly through the
three year demonstration class period. This
will provide an opportunity to gauge how
many double factor AWCs are able to make
the respective State Teams, and provide an
opportunity for exhibitor feedback on the
popularity of the double factors at the ANBC
Show.
Image: Gary Gazzard

Matrix Positioning:
While the variety is still in the improvement
stage, it is sensible to allow it to be 		
combined with any variety. This provides
the best opportunities for breeders
to utilise their best breeding stock to
continually improve the variety to the
highest exhibition standard.

Recommendation:
Presently we see all birds displaying the
Australian Whitecap varietal feature should
be entered into the exhibition class. We
recommend this be added to The Standard.
The inclusion of all varieties with the
Australian Whitecap should be reviewed
annually, and in particular through the three
year demonstration period at the Australian
National Championship Show.

Exhibition of Single and Double Factor
Australian Whitecaps:
Presently there is a Standard for both Single
and Double Factor Australian Whitecap,
although the number of Double Factor AWCs
on display at shows has been more limited.
Therefore, both are able to be judged to their

Annual Review by the Subcommittee:
The three year demonstration period at the
Australian National Championship Show
represents an opportunity to review the quality
of the variety by the subcommittee, judges and
all hobbyists attending the show.
However, structured review and feedback
to the ANBC was viewed to be crucial in
seeing the variety continually improve, and
communication occur on their progress. This
should help the variety move through the
demonstration period, and hopefully become a
mainstream class at the ANBC Show.

Recommendation:
Staging of the Australian Whitecap should
occur at the end of either the Saturday or
Sunday judging session at the ANBC Show.
The birds should be held on the staging,
firstly for inspection and discussion by the
subcommittee. A report summarising the main
points of feedback would be presented to
the ANBC afterward. This could take approx
15 minutes. There may be an opportunity to
also run a brief judges workshop, allowing any
State or National Judge the opportunity to
learn more about the varietal features and the
progression of the variety. This would NOT
be used to critique the judging on the day, but
rather take a positive and proactive approach

1st Quarter 2019 – Budgie News Victoria
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to measuring the progress of the variety,
and highlighting varietal features for
judging purposes. If a forum were to run
off the back of this it could be facilitated
by one of the subcommittee members for
a period of not longer than 15 minutes.
Limiting the time of any assessment
period should prevent unnecessary stress
on the birds, and allow the full class to
be moved to the regular staging for the
viewing public.

Subcommittee Members:
Regardless of how the subcommittee
is structured or changed in the future,
it will be required for the three year
demonstration class period at the
ANBC Show to provide regular reports
to the ANBC following the Australian
Championship Show.

Recommendation:
Subcommittee members should actively
breed the variety to ensure some base
knowledge is present. The subcommittee
should be retained for at least the period
Image: Gary Gazzard
over which
the variety is a demonstration class at the
ANBC Show. This will provide an opportunity
for regular and structured feedback to the
ANBC
about the variety, at least annually. The focus
on this feedback should be:
• The progress of the variety for exhibition
purposes,
• Ongoing assessment of the Standard for the
variety,
• Feedback on the varieties that are combined
with it on the showbench, and
• Feedback on the single and double factor
forms in relation to the popularity of each and
the show qualities displayed by each factor
over the demonstration period.

14
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ANBC DISCUSSION
PAPER
ANBC DISCUSSION PAPER MEETING 2018
BCSA Discussion Paper
ANBC Classes Moving Forward
Each State/Zone currently presents 81 birds
for judging in the National competition with
a total of 567 birds across the 27 classes
(21 birds per class) from the seven states
and zones. There will also likely be a case
made over the next three years to include
the Australian White Cap as an exhibition
class (three years aligns with By Law 3(a)
attachment).
The addition of these Australian White Caps
would take the numbers up to 28 classes (588
birds) or 29 classes (609 birds) given the clear
visual disparity between the Single Factor and
Double Factor birds.
Thus, it is now considered timely to
commence a review of existing classes that
are included in the National competition and
the abovementioned three-year period before
some change gives all states and zones
sufficient time to review and present any
changes they may see fit.
The current situation is as follows:
• Travel cages and holding cages at the
venue are becoming heavily loaded with
the number of classes and number of birds
travelling from each State/Zone. Comfort of
the birds must be the number one priority to
avoid stress
• Venues large enough for the expanded
judging stage and larger bird room are
becoming increasingly difficult to find for a
reasonable cost
• A one-day show is no longer an option given
current class numbers, and the number of
Bird Carer’s in the Bird Room now being
increased to four given the workload just
to stay on schedule for what is now a very
compressed two day event

• Redundancy has crept into the class
structures and the review is considered
overdue.
• Current class splits have not achieved the
results hoped for.
• Working against all the above, an ultimate
ANBC goal might be to have an AOSV
class, to cover all Standard birds as is
currently listed in the Matrix. This class
inclusion could then benefit all varieties
and all are aware of how quickly in the past
varieties have improved once under the
ABNC umbrella.
Any change must be in the best interests of
the majority (including welfare of the birds)
and not be swayed by any vocal minority with
singular interests.
Therefore, it is considered timely to commence
a review of existing classes that are currently
included in the National competition.

The following are initial views from our
state alone and are presented for discussion
only and are simply ideas that are not set
in concrete, as some people will still likely
interpret.
Going down the classes as they currently exist
our comments are as follows –

Black Eyed Self (which are in fact modified
Dilutes) and Dilutes –
Both classes are the subject of dissent almost
every year as birds presented do not comply
to the written Standard as to Colour. The
degree of body colour suffusion is variable
in both classes with some observed overlap
with birds presented that do not comply to
the written Standard as to Colour. These two
1st Quarter 2019 – Budgie News Victoria
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varieties are distinct variations of the same
gene and we have no issues with these two
classes if they can be correctly represented.
The Black-Eyed Self in the Green Series needs
to be buttercup yellow and the Dilute in the
Green Series requires a dilution of 70% from
the Normal or be a mustard yellow on a Grey
Green background.
The problem with the Black-Eyed Self is that
of the 40% allocated for colour and markings
points are equally divided between colour
and markings, meaning that the 60% for Type
easily outweighs the 20% for colour.
A stronger view in adjudicating these classes
is required to remove that obvious class
overlap and if this view is taken that annual
dissent will disappear within a year. Any
disqualification avenue would self correct the
long-lasting issue. If common ground cannot
be achieved on this then consideration should
be given to returning the Dilute class to the
AOSV section in the Standard.

Opaline ASC, AOSV –
in reality, Opaline AOSV is primarily
a composite class for the Opaline
Cinnamonwing. Two classes for the one variety
(Opaline) is not justified given the degree of
flecking that permeates both of these classes.
Quality clear headed Opalines do exist so
effort must be concentrated on restoring that
varietal feature in the one Opaline class rather
than benching two classes largely consisting
of flecked Opalines.

Spangle ASC, AOSV, DF
– in Spangle the split into ASC and AOSV
was to promote an improvement in Spangle
markings and correct spotting in the standard
class. This has not eventuated so the
Spangle does not warrant three classes at the
National level. Spangle Opalines and Spangle
Cinnamonwing do not have the classic
Spangle markings and need to be regarded as
stock birds for outcrossing to Spangle Double
Factors rather than having a class created
for them. They need to be returned to the
Spangle class where they will be penalized for
not having the classic markings.

Any Other Standard Variety (AOSV) –
an aim of the ANBC should be to present an
avenue where all acceptable colours / variety
16
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combinations can be shown. In the past, any
variety gaining sanction from the ANBC has
seen a marked improvement once recognized.
The ANBC has never recognized AOSV birds
at shows. If a class was established for all
birds encompassed in the AOSV section of
the Standard all birds in that document would
then have a chance to be shown at National
level. Any variety that dominates this class can
then become a class in their own right.
The AOSV class would currently include
Australian White Caps, Darkwings and
Saddlebacks since a Standard exists for these
varieties. We would also suggest that the Dark
Eyed Clear be repatriated to the AOSV class
refer below.
All States/Zones might have difficulty in
breeding all of these varieties to an exhibition
standard but they would most likely be able
to breed at least one of them to exhibition
standard, while at the same time allowing
the ANBC to showcase all of the standard
varieties incorporated in The Standard. The
advantage of an AOSV class is that the
Australian White Cap could be benched at the
National Show immediately upon ratification of
an AOSV class. A position needs to be further
established for the Single Factor Australian
White Cap to reconcile its yellow body
suffusion with the penalty that is incurred for
yellow suffusion by the range of varieties in the
Yellow Faced Blue Series.

Dark Eyed Clear –
while already mentioned above the decision
to include this class was the subject of
contention and confusion by some member
bodies when passed in 2017. Most birds are
not of sufficient quality and of limited quantity
throughout the states to warrant a full class
for this composite variety. Our view is that
this variety should be returned to the AOSV
section in the Standard, as stated above.
Overall if these views were adopted there
would be a net reduction of two classes at the
event (remove three and add AOSV).
This states view is presented as an initial basis
for discussion.
BCSA DISCUSSION PAPER

45th AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL BUDGERIGAR COUNCIL
2019 CHAMPIONSHIP SHOW
PROUDLY HOSTED BY:

South Queensland Budgerigar
Breeders Assoc. Inc.

23rd - 27th May 2019
Show
25th & 26th May 2019

The South Queensland Budgerigar Breeders Assoc. would like to
extend an invitation to all fanciers, their family and friends to join us
at our wonderful venue at Hotel Grand Chancellor Brisbane for the
2019 Australian National Budgerigar Council Championship Show .
Registration
available on-line:
www.sqbba.com/
OR CONTACT:

Bill Sedgwick:
07 3396 8732
Carol Gough
0403 084 154

1st Quarter 2019 – Budgie News Victoria
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Farming for Feathers
Summary of a presentation from Richard Miller
at the 2018 BCV Adult Championship Show
How does the farm work?
There are 10 key features.

Breeding in Numbers.
The Miller stud look at every breeding cage
as a slot machine; breed high numbers of
birds with high quality of pairing; believe you
never know where the jack pot is going to
come from; acknowledge that the best ten
pairs will increase the quality of the top end
but their aim is to improve the overall quality
by improving the average; and believe it is a
game of percentages. The key is to focus on
improving the average and not just the top
end.

birds are only as good as the last round of
breeding.

The Importance of Young Birds.
Once birds are in flight 4 and show signs of
maturity, they are paired up. Adult birds are
then moved to the second aviary at the end of
their first breeding cycle. The Miller team work
on the premise that young birds are more virile
and represent the future of your stud. Don’t
focus on the past.

Pedigree Production Line.
This is a round by round assessment of
quality, moving birds as they get older from
one flight to another. In this system, the Miller
partnership have Baby Cages (5-8 weeks)
Flight 1 (8-12 weeks) Flight 2 (3-4 months)
Flight 3 (4-5 months) Flight 4 (6+), by this time
they are ready to pair up for the next breeding
season and are moved to the second aviary.

Routine.
The Millers believe that one of the key
elements to breeding super birds is to have
a routine that the birds can get used to and
understand. This will need to fit into your
normal day. The Millers check birds twice a
day, once in the morning and once in the early
evening, they control the light and provide soft
food all year round.

Feeding regime.
The Miller team work on the premise that their
18
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The Millers have a specific soft food feeding
program. More details at https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=SU2zsnIYmcE

Keep ahead of the times.
It is important to keep ahead of the times.
Feather quality moves on and directional
feather is becoming more robust. It is
important to keep up with the times, but also
to keep ahead of the times. Keep looking
forward for new features in budgerigars. Don’t
be the breeder who is successful on the show
bench and in two years becomes totally out
of date.

Pair selection.
Pair selection for the Millers is very important.
They recommend pairing opposites. They will
never pair an extremely good cock bird to
an extremely good hen. They match features
looking for a complementary pairing that
considers pedigree: what they have been bred
from and the family traits.

Outcrossing for features.
Their system for bringing in an outcross is

abundance, and who is prepared to sell you
a bird with this feature. They believe there is
a fault in every bird and the job is to work to
improve these faults when outcrossing for
features.

Setting goals.
When setting goals, they advise setting
realistic ones every season at the following
times:
• When pairing up
• When assessing surplus stock
• When sourcing outcrosses
When assessing their stock before pairing,
they look for one feature they are wanting to
develop/fix and one they want to eradicate/
reduce. When selecting breeding pairs, they
select as many birds with this feature or with
this feature in their pedigree and focus on that
for the breeding season.

twofold: look for a feature that is lacking and

The Birds.

look for a breeder who has that feature in

The final feature are the birds. I will let the
birds speak for themselves on the next page.

1st Quarter 2019 – Budgie News Victoria
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Images supplied
courtesy of
R&M Miller
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THOUGHTS ON FEATHERS
REFLECTIONS ON RICHARD MILLER’S
PRESENTATION AND BCV PANEL DISCUSSION

In figure 2, there is much more width in the
middle of the head across the brow and the
thickness coming out on top of the head. This
is where the vision of the exhibition budgerigar
appears to be heading.

During the BCV panel discussion following
Richard’s presentation, champion breeder
and national judge, Alan Rowe (who had just
returned from judging in Budapest at the
World Budgerigar Show and sits on the World
Budgerigar Organisation Panel of Judges),
mentioned that he felt we are not too far
away in Australia from breeding more of the
directional feather we see from international
breeders and there may be a need to look at
the standard into the future.
Richard Miller spoke about having vision and
he used an example of a Daniel Lutolf bird and
the aspiring standard on the international show
bench. He used two diagrams to illustrate this
vision and credited Lutolf with designing the
images that follow.
If you look at the triangle shapes in figure 1,
Richard believes they depict the original key
hole exhibition budgerigar with the mask
coming up to the middle of the face under the
beak and going out from the beak to the top
of the head.

Richard believes the future of the budgerigar is
the complete face. If you drew a line from the
top edge in figure 2 to the bottom edge and
fill in that gap with feather, that is the complete
face.

Matt Emond
Editor
1st Quarter 2019 – Budgie News Victoria
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BCV
Adult State
Championship Show
Carwatha College, Noble Park
Sunday March 3, 2019
Presentation by
Mr. Kelwyn Kakoschke
Contact: Rod Turnbull
0400 354 178
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Club Profile
Clyde

members move up in classes and the club
grows, our logo will also evolve to reflect the
stages of development of the budgerigar:
fledgling to young bird to adult bird.”
They meet at the Old Cheese Factory in
Berwick in the City of Casey but clubs nights
vary depending on the availability of the venue.
The club will be meeting on the following
Thursday nights from 8-10pm: 14/02, 14/03,
11/04, 9/05, 13/06, 11/07, 8/08, 12/09,
10/10 and 14/12.

Club Vision:
To be a strong force in the world of
budgerigars. “We want a club that is fun, and
you can bounce off ideas from breeding to
showing and everything in between.”

How has the club been performing:
We have been performing ok for our first year,
at state champion shows we are mid table
and want to improve on that every year.

Club mission:
In January 2015, a founding member and club
secretary of the Clyde Budgerigar Society Inc.,
Con Herouvim noticed a few budgies in his
brother’s aviary. Con looked at him and said,
“We should start breeding and show these
magnificent birds”. As a result they went to
shows and auctions and the seeds for the
establishment of a new budgerigar society
in Victoria began to germinate. Con tells us
he bought a few birds from a few different
breeders and became good friends with a
breeder by name of Allan Brown who helped
him with a few quality bird, “I can’t thank him
enough, as everybody knows it hard to get
your hands on good birds. So now I’m in the
process of breeding my own bloodline and
hold the position of club secretary for one of
Victoria’s newest clubs.”
Con and a small group of breeders started the
new club called Clyde Budgerigar Society in
2017. The Clyde logo represents a fledgling
budgerigar that reflects the age of the club.
Con tells us, “As a club we acknowledge
that many members are beginners. As the

To offer something unique in the way of
trophies at club championship shows.

Clyde is active in creating a positive club
environment, encourages people to enjoy their
birds and have a good laugh.
For more information on the Clyde Budgerigar
Society contact the club secretary at
clydebud@outlook.com
1st Quarter 2019 – Budgie News Victoria
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Lord of the Rings
posted out to the member. There was still an
initial bulk order where members were asked
to have their order in by May, so the supplier
could make all ANBC rings for them to be sent
out, in time for the new year’s issue.

THE 1980’s

Darren Macfarlane is the ring registrar for the
BCV. Each year Darren receives your orders,
collates, and orders them and hopefully gets
them in the post for you to use on your chicks.
In 2010, Darren became the custodian of the
BCV ring data, taking over from Bill Panter.
Darren tells us Bill did a very good job, leaving
him with a high standard to live up to. In this
edition of Budgie News, Darren explains the
history of our ring orders and provides us with
an insight into what it takes to be Lord of the
Rings.

IN DARREN’S WORDS
I did understand the importance of members
having rings for chicks, unrung chicks cannot
be shown as young birds – it’s that simple. At
times it is frustrating, I will get a call, generally
from the secretary of a club, “I have a member
with pairs on eggs, they need some rings!” So,
we work out how they can get the rings paid
for and in the post ASAP. I’m happy to say,
I don’t remember or have not been told of,
members who have not had rings for chicks.

THE EARLY DAYS
Back then our rings were made in Melbourne
and after the initial order the system was
simple. Members ordered their rings and the
order was sent to the manufacturer (the ANBC
accredited supplier) who managed to get
them back to us in a week. These were then
24

Budgie News Victoria – 1st Quarter 2019

When I joined the hobby back in the early
80’s, the ring issue date was the 1st of July.
This is where the ‘tradition’ of pairing up on
the long weekend in June had become the
norm, so you had babies in the nest, ready
for the ring issue being received in July. This
also dictated the ‘tradition’ of the UBC Shield
being held in September. I have been amused
recently when some members have asked
for the UBC Shield to be moved back to
October, “because this was the ‘traditional’
date”. Unfortunately, these members have not
correctly understood the UBC shields history.

THE SHOW CALENDER
With the ring issue date in July, UBCs were
only recognised in the last six months of
the year, when clubs would hold their UBC
only shows. They were not shown after the
new year. Young birds were only recognised
up until June meaning all clubs needed to
hold their young bird shows in the six month
period, January to June. They were classed as
Adults after June, even though most were not
12 months old. You think the show calendar is
congested at the moment, it was even more
so back then with many weekends having two
shows on the same day.

ANBC FORMATION
Upon the formation of the ANBC and its need
to cater for all states, the ANBC changed
the ring issue date to January, aligning it with
the calendar year. This also had the effect of
allowing clubs to recognise UBCs and Young
birds all year, including early bred, current year
rung young birds after their moult. A great
stride forward.

CHANGE OF DATES
There was a period of four years, 2013 to
2016 where the ANBC moved the Nationals

to June. This generally resulted in members
pairing up one month later, due to the National
being one month later. This also saw the UBC
Shield being moved to October, in theory, to
cater for the wave of youngsters being bred
one month later. There were also a couple of
years from 2010, where the ring issue date
was September, but this caused issues for
members, one being the age of young birds
and having to hold on to them for four months
longer thus holding more birds in flights and
was changed back to January. September
was too early in my eyes, I think a November
date would be more suitable. Babies rung in
November/December do not make too many
shows in the following year and very rarely
make the National competition.

needed for the year ahead. We were told
only one order could be placed. The BCV
made their decision based on ring numbers
purchased from the previous few years. So,
we went from ordering weekly, as required,
to annually, guessing the quantity. This also
meant the cost of the rings was one big
hit rather than being paid for as they were
ordered. The BCV would need to bankroll
a stock of rings for members to order as
required. Making sure we have enough rings
for members until late in the year has been
challenging. My thoughts have been, I would
rather have too many (but only a few left), than
run out and have members without rings on
chicks.

CHANGE TO RING ORDERS
Back in 2013 there was a huge change to the
way the rings were ordered. The ANBC was
told the current Melbourne supplier would
not be able to guarantee supply past 2014.
The ANBC decided to put the supply of our
rings out to tender and found the job could be
done cheaper overseas and generally provide
better quality. Unfortunately for the 2015 year,
coded rings were not available. They were also
supplied in strings of individual pockets, which
made distribution extremely difficult.

THE NEW PROCESS
The big issue with the new process was, all
states had to guess how many rings were

TODAY
Our current supplier in Belgium, has the same
requirement. i.e. coded rings for 2020 will
need to be ordered by May 2019 so they can
be made and sent through to me, to put in
to envelopes. Your rings come in bundles of
about 500, but each is already in individual
members strings, together with a name tag
(ring code) making it a little easier to put into
envelopes over about a week. This year, 250
envelopes containing 33,400 coded rings and
2500 uncoded rings, were taken to the post
office and posted out on the same day, 14th
December as per ANBC guidelines.
Darren Macfarlane.
BCV Ring Registrar
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Member Profile
BLOODLINES
After keeping birds from a number of different
sources early on, Gerry decided to tighten up
his outfit and focus on creating a stud of birds.
At a Western Suburb’s auction he purchased
birds from Mark and Rebecca Fellows
and Clinton Ault, all of which had Gazzard
blood lines. Three years ago, Gerry bought
outcrosses from Slater and Whannell (also
containing the Gazzard bloodline) and crossed
them with his own birds and Gerry tells us they
really clicked. Gerry has continued with the
Gazzard bloodline since 2012.

PAIRING
BCV member: Gerry Duffin
Club: Bendigo Budgerigar Club

Gerry Duffin
Gerry Duffin’s aviary and breeding room are
set amongst an idyllic garden setting in the
central Victorian township of Maryborough.

FIRST INTEREST IN BUDGERIGARS
Gerry has kept birds all his life. He started
out with racing pigeons and has also kept
lovebirds that he has sold at aviculture sales
across Victoria. At one sale, Gerry saw
some budgerigars and particularly liked the
Dominant Pied variety. He spent some time
looking into this variety and then met Marilyn
and Terry Benbow, who sold him his first
Dominant Pied and convinced him to join the
Bendigo Budgerigar club in 2012. This was
the start of Gerry’s love of budgerigars.

AVIARY
Gerry designed his aviary especially with his
budgerigars in mind. The Duffin set up has
a centrally located breeding room flanked by
two flights and three flights. Each flight is
connected by a series of small doors that can
be opened or closed depending on the time of
year or the needs of the stud.
26
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Gerry keeps his hens and cocks housed
in separate flights before putting the birds
together. Once the birds have had an
opportunity to spend time together in a shared
flight, the pairing process begins. In the first
instance the birds are allowed to naturally
select mates and from here Gerry will assess
the natural pairing and intervene if he is not
satisfied with the results. Once he is happy
with the natural pairing he then moves into
selective breeding for features. When pairing
up, Gerry balances his selection primarily on
visual appearance but never loses site of the
importance of pedigree. Gerry is currently
working to improve the directional feather on
his birds while maintaining a lot of blow. He
bought a cock at the Bendigo auction 2 years
ago with Mark Chidel bloodline that had more
of the directional feather Gerry is looking for.
This cock has also produced a son who will
be used to carrying this feature into future
breeding seasons.

BREEDING SEASON
Gerry puts down his birds in late May to get
one round out of them and then puts them
down again early in August. During the
breeding season Gerry gives his birds soaked
seed with carrot every day and vitamins in the
water. He uses Avigrain Budgie Blue seed and
avoids inferior product. “It’s better to pay a
little bit more than feeding your birds rubbish.”

The Duffin feeding program stays the same all
year round.

HYGIENE AND BIRD HEALTH
Gerry is a firm believer that hygiene is
important for breeding healthy birds. The dust
that is generated from the birds is incredible,
so Gerry cleans and vacuums the breeding
room and flights every day. In the nesting
boxes, he uses bran (used for feeding cattle)
because it is soft and soaks up moisture
and is dust free. Gerry also uses a range of
medication as the need arises. If a bird gets
really sick he’ll get rid of it straight away.

GREATEST ASSET OF BEING IN THE HOBBY

INSPIRATION

Gerry enjoys the breeding side of the hobby.
In Gerry’s own words, “It is interesting to
see what the birds are going to be like when
they hatch and whether you have the next
champion in the nest. It can be disappointing
though: infertile eggs, babies dying and it’s
always the good ones that go.”

Gerry believes it is important to have someone
who can provide advice and guidance along
the way. Over the years Gerry has identified
Marilyn and Terry Benbow, Bob Keetelaar and
Ian Gould as people who have supported his
budgerigar journey.

ADVICE TO BEGINNERS

Seeing a $1350 cock he just bought dead on
the floor of the aviary.

“Go to a reputable breeder and buy some
good birds straight off and stick to the one
source. When I started breeding I bought
birds from everywhere. The problem is you
don’t know the breeding and background of
the birds. If you buy from one breeder you
are buying into a family of birds. And always
remember, it takes a good 5 years to establish
your stud.”

LOWEST POINT

HIGHEST POINT
The day I won a Diploma and Supreme
Bird with two different birds. The birds were
brothers.

FAVOURITE VARIETY
Spangle AOSV, probably because I have a lot
of this variety in the aviary.

OTHER TIPS TO IMPROVE AND SUSTAIN AN
EXHIBITION BUDGERIGAR STUD
Make sure your birds are happy, feed them
right and provide clean water every day.
Gerry has won two Diploma’s, won Supreme
Bird three times and Opposite Sex to Supreme
Bird twice and Opposite Sex to the Diploma
winner twice. He has also won Best Opaline at
a UBC Shield.
Matt Emond.
Editor
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Social media
UBC Facebook
Promotion Report
Purpose:
This report is to advise members of the
outcome of the Facebook paid promotion
exercise undertaken for the 2018 UBC
State Championship show and provide a
response and recommendations for using paid
promotions for the BCV into the future.

Recommendation:
The benefits of paid promotion for the BCV
to support awareness building and to assist
local affiliate clubs in promotion and growth
of membership is an untapped resource. This
report proposed the BCV consider:
1) To continue to use paid promotion as part
of marketing and public awareness building
exercise for BCV events,
2) To pilot a membership building and
community awareness program using a
combination of paid promotion via Facebook,
print and broadcast media for a small sample
of affiliate clubs.

Summary:
The BCV determined to use the paid
promotion (boost) facility on Facebook for the
UBC State Championship Show. A budget
of $50 was allocated. The aim of the paid
promotion was to reach a broader audience
for the UBC and to increase awareness for
members and non-members of the work
and events undertaken by the BCV. For
this exercise, the sample demographic size
selected were Facebook profiles that had an
interest in birds, pets or identified as parents.
Two posts were generated:
1) one targeted towards exhibition breeders
and
2) one towards families.
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The first post was boosted on September 2
and ran for 2 days. The second was boosted
on September 7 and ran for 2 days. The
boosts were targeted towards weekend
Facebook use, one week out from the UBC.
The UBC date was September 9.

Results:
52% of people reached were women and
47% were men. 1% did not identify with either
gender. The two highest groups by age and
gender were women 65years + at 15% and
13 - 17 year-old boys at 11% and women 5564 years old also at 11%. The table opposite
shows in more detail the number of people
who saw the UBC posts grouped by age and
gender. 1823 people were reached across
Victoria, 107 from interstate and 88 reached
internationally with the highest proportion
being 27 in the UK. Of particular interest is the
high rate of engagement in regions that do not
have an affiliated club and a region with high
reach but critical dwindling membership.
Inside a larger marketing strategy, paid
promotion through Facebook can be used
as a PR exercise for the BCV and to attract
more visitations to the State Championship
shows. The collection of data at the State
Championship shows will be useful to
measure new visitations in future and build
membership through affiliated clubs.

Budget Implications for 2018 UBC:
Post 1: $19.90
Post 2: $20.00
Council will be working with clubs
experiencing low membership for the social
media pilot program. For more information
please contact BCV secretary James Smith on
0412 488 777

The number of people grouped by age and
gender who saw UBC posts in 2018

The posts used to promote the 2018 UBC
State Championship Show

Social media is one way to help promote your
club activities and attract new members.
Benefits include:
1) You can seek out people who are already
interested in budgerigars and target your
search.

Memes are a great way to spread information
rapidly over the internet, an example of two
memes that are designed to get the general
public thinking about budgies: the exhibition
breeders of the future could include:

KEEP
CALM
AND

BUY A
BUDGIE

2) If you see a post from an affiliated club or
the BCV, make sure you share and like the
post. This supports the club in reaching its
target audinece and increases the number of
people who see it.
3) It can be cheaper than placing an ad in your
local paper.
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EASTERN DISTRICT BUDGERIGAR SOCIETY Inc.

PRESTIGE
BREEDERS
AUCTION
SATURDAY 6th APRIL 2019
NEW VENUE- FOREST HILL HALL
Corner of Springvale Road & Canterbury Road. Forest Hill. MEL 62 E2
PUBLIC VIEWING – 9.OOam to 10.00am AUCTION COMMENCES – 10.00 am.
Enquires: Tony Appleton (03)9799 2035 or 0417 599235
Catalogue: Lloyd Richardson 0408 176390 will be available closer to the day

Interstate Breeders:
Craig Barnett (NSW)

Mick Gearing (WA)

Peter Glassenbury (SA)

Myles Henke (NSW)

David Kelleher (NSW)

Darren Mellross (NSW)

Troy Holmes (SA)

Kerry Murphy (SA)

Michael Pace (QLD)

Michael Sloper (SA)

Norm Wheatley (WA)

Barry Wise (NSW)

Victorian Breeders:
Steve Grech

Mike Huth

Jeff Leong

Ray & German

Alan Rowe

Rowe Bros.

Ray Slade

Sheppard & Flanagan

Peter Thurn

Also a selection of birds from our Eastern District Members will be available
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BIRD DUST
It may be useful to let your GP or other
healthcare professional know you keep
budgerigars if you have any of these
symptoms.
It appears many birds can be responsible
for the diseases including pigeons and
budgerigars.

HEALTH AND SAFETY AROUND YOUR BIRDS

We should take precautions as part of our
cleaning program to ensure our health is a
number one priority. It has been suggested that
birds that are well cared for may preen more
regularly and may produce more bird dust.

While breeders ensure the health of their
budgerigars is a number one priority, it’s
always worth remembering your own health.

While we may be focusing on the health of our
birds, don’t forget about your own health.

Many breeders talk about keeping a wellventilated and clean bird room free of bird
dust. Keeping a clean bird room is not only in
the best interest of your birds but also for your
own health and safety.

SOME IDEAS TO CONSIDER:

An emergency room physician commented
recently that any severe respiratory issue that
presents in the emergency room, he always
asks if the patient keeps birds. Bird dust from
feathers or dust carrying dry proteins from
droppings can introduce some unwanted
visitors into your lungs.

1) Wear a protective mask when cleaning your
aviary or bird room. A selection can be found
at your local hardware store
2) Clean your bird room regularly and wash
your hands after cleaning or handling your
birds
3) Check your ventilation system. Is it doing
what you hope it is doing? Are there some
changes you could make to ensure your health
is a number one priority?

Infectious diseases which can be associated
with budgerigars and bird dust:
• Psittacosis (“Parrot Fever”)
• Allergic Alveolitis (“Bird Fancier’s Lung”):
Bird dust can create inflammation of the
alveoli. The alveoli are tiny sacs that sit at
the end of the lungs that branch out in a tree
like structure. The alveoli look like the top
of broccoli and assist with the exchange of
oxygen and carbon dioxide in and out of the
body.
1st Quarter 2019 – Budgie News Victoria
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Senior Judges Panel
James Bader
(ANBC)
(03) 9336 1601
jamesb@harrishmc.com.au

Alan Baxter
(ANBC)
(03) 9438 3589
a.baxter.jaysar@hotmail.com

Heath Chasemore
(03) 5821 6226
hmdlchasemore@bigpond.com

Col Flanagan
0418 391 981
neerimview@bigpond.com

Steve Grech
(03) 8746 2902
steve@builtinrobes.com

Phil Hoadley
(03) 8786 5358
hoaden@bigpond.com

Ian Hunter
(03) 9746 9937

Greg Jones
(03) 5221 3097
architects@gip.com.au

Julie Kruisselbrink
0417 051 268
J.kruiss@me.com

Brett Martin
(02) 6043 2773
Brett.Martin@safework.nsw.
gov.au

Charles Mifsud
0422 026 635
charlesmmifsud@bigpond.com

Stephen Mow
(ANBC)
(03) 5439 3080
Imow@bigpond.net.au

Jeff Orlandi
0438 352 886
emjeff@mcmedia.com.au

Martin Paoli
0468 418 819
budgieboypaoli@gmail.com

Ken Pullen
(03) 5865 5487
kj.aepullen@gmail.com

Malcolm Randall
(03) 5883 9258
murrabahangus@live.com.au

Robert Randall
(03) 5883 9258
randall6@hotmail.com

Greg Rowe
(03) 5156 9417
browe001@bigpond.com

John Rowe
(03) 5622 0990
johnr@dcsi.net.au

Alan Ryder
(03) 9728 6106
alanryder@bigpond.com

Bruce Sheppard
(03) 9762 5129
admin@eastdist.com

John Skoric
(ANBC)
jskoric@activedisplay.com.au

Rex Stephens
(03) 5258 3398
spotonrex01@bigpond.com

Peter Thurn
(ANBC)
(03) 5367 4815
pthurn@genaust.com.au

R. Turnbull
(ANBC)
0400 354 178
rjturnbull4@bigpond.com

Martin Turner
(03) 9747 8481
turner7@bigpond.com

Bruce Wilson
(03) 9702 8070
b_wilson@bigpond.net.au

Any Correspondence for Judges & Standards can be directed to:
Honorary Secretary Judges & Standards - Bruce Wilson
Email: b_wilson@bigpond.net.au Phone: 03 9702 8070
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Aspiring (A) /Probationary (P) Judges Panel
David Herbert (A)
0448 345 505
davidh@basketballgeelong.
com.au

Glenn Mannix (A)
0447 642 359 xgvm33@
gmail.com

James Smith (P)
(03) 5996 2463
budgeman77@hotmail.com

Ray Slade (A)
0429 540 067
jayne.ray@bigpond.com

Derrin Ray (A)
0407 682 786
derrinray@yahoo.com.au

Attention - Potential Judges Sought!
The Judges & Standards Committee are always on the lookout for the Judges of the Future!!
If you are at minimum an Intermediate Breeder, have the backing of your Club and good
experience in the Hobby over many years please consider this very rewarding opportunity!
For more information please contact :
The Secretary of Judges & Standards, Bruce Wilson
b_wilson@bigpond.net.au

List of Victorian Avian Veterinarians
Dr. Matthew Gosbell
BVSV, MACVSc (Avian
Health)
Springvale Animal Hospital
570 Sprinvale Road
Springvale South, 3172
Phone (03) 9546 5022

Dr. Stacey Gelis
BVSc. MRCVs
Melbourne Bird Veterinary
Clinic
1 George Street
Scoresby, 3179
Phone (03) 9764 9000

Dr. Roger Carmondy
Moama Veterinary Clinic
1 Meninyah Street
Moama, New South Wales,
2731 Phone (03) 5480
6071

Dr. Pat McWhirter BVSc.
FACVSc (Avian Health)
128 Highbury Road
Burwood, 3125
Phone (03) 9808 9011

Dr. Cameron Wood,
BVSc. MACVSc
169 Dawson Street
Brunswick West, 3055
Phone (03) 9387 6166

Dr Phil Sacks. BSc
BVSc MACVs
128 Highbury Road,
Burwood 3125
Phone (03) 9808.9011
www.birdclinic.net

Contributions
Letters and articles are welcome and should be addressed to:
The Editor
Budgie News
Email: mattemond@yahoo.com.au

Contributions for the next
publication close
15th March 2019
1st Quarter 2019 – Budgie News Victoria
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Ballarat and District
Budgerigar Society
Ballarat Club Championship Show
Saturday the 16th of March
Brown Hill Hall, Humffray Street North, BALLARAT.
Benching by 9.30, Judging to start at 10.00 am.
Judges to be advised.
Morning tea will be provided, lunch will be available.
Entries close 8.00 pm Friday night the 15th of March.
Young birds and Adult birds only.
$ 1.00 per entry, no limit on the number of birds entered but entry fee capped at $ 10.00.
Trophies and sashes awarded to major winners.
Entries by phone 5335 5454 or email sdmea@ncable.net.au
Come and enjoy a great day out.
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Melton & District
Budgerigar Society
201 9 Diploma S how

Saturday 16 Feb 2019
**NEW VENUE**

Catholic Regional college 109-141 Bullmans Road Melton West.
Enter through gate 1 next to St Catherine’s church
BCV heat rules will apply

Young Birds, Adults and
UBC’s
!High quality prizes - Vouchers from Avian
Vitality, show cages, and variety award series
pictures for young birds
*International judge Jason Walker from NZ
Will be judging with Rex Stephens John Rowe
and Ray Slade.
Further Information and entries:
Amanda Fonti, 0414 011930 or
amanfonti@gmail.com

Phone entries between 7.00pm and 9.00pm
Thursday 14th Feb and Friday 15 Feb.
Email entries welcome.
Entries $1.00 per exhibit (Maximum $10).
Entries close at 9.15 am.
Judging commences at 10.00am

Proud Sponsors
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Reserve UBC
Breeder: Ian Hunter
Image: Rod Turnbull
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Best UBC
Breeder: Ray Howard
Image: Rod Turnbull
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BCV
Annual General
Meeting
Kingston Trophies Boardroom
141 Woodlands Dr, Braeside VIC 3195
31st May, 2019 - Friday
8.00pm
Contact: BCV Secretary
James Smith
0412 488 777
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Servicing
Central Victoria
for over 40 years.
1977

Years

2019

Printing
in Central
Victoria

Graphic design

Promotional material

Digital printing

Signs, Flags & Banners

Offset printing

Laser engraving

Large format printing

Website development

and so much more...
20-22 Deborah Street, Bendigo

5441 6600
Proudly supporting the Budgerigar Council of Victoria Inc.
and their production of Budgie News.
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